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What Changes are Important For America’s Children?

William:

T would consider more colleges
and more sports activities. Also
I would consider more jobs for
kids. These changes are impor-
tant because you want to become
someone in life. I would make
these changes by working hard,
not giving up on my dreams, and
trying my best at all times.

Zaire:

I would make sure that jobs
are easy to get. I'd start by
trying to get the age to get a job
lowered. I'd have stores get
goods at lower prices, then raise
their prices so they could afford
to pay more. It would be hard,
but T'd get out-of-state funds
up. I would lower prices to buy
medicine. I'd do this by becoming
mayor.

Deion:

If I was President, T would
help people pay rent and car
insurance. I would feed the
homeless and help others. T
would stop wars.

James:

T would want college to be
affordable for all. Also I would
want more and better schools
for the community. That would
be my first goal. T would write
letters to every high person in
power in the country. So to
reach my second goal, I would
write a letter to the principals in
my town. That's how I would
reach my goals.

Shateekah:

I feel that better jobs are
helpful because some people may
not be able to pay all of their
bills and provide their families
with the things they need and

want. This is important to me
because I would hate to see
people homeless and living on the
streets. My opinion about this is
you give people better jobs and
help with medical issues.

Josiel:

A change that should happen
would be to make factories have
to be watched when they dump
their wastes. This is important
so that chemicals won't affect
the environment. T could help the
environment by picking up trash,
recycling and not wasting things.

Mercedes:

We should end the war be-
tween both countries. This will
make these countries better for
us to live in. We can do this by
not having hate against both of
us, because we want to show our
own children better.

News from our students

Students from different classes were asked to describe some changes they felt
were important for America’s children. Here are some responses:

Nate:
Some changes I would like to see

happen: T would love for the racism to
stop, I wish the economy would move

again, and everyone to have equal

rights. These changes are important

because racism is wrong, the U.S.

would fall under and we heed equality.
In order to make the change we need
to spend money to get the economy
moving, do not hate anyone for their
age, race, sex or color; and act fair to

everyone across the board.

Jennylis: T would like to see
Obama change some laws. They
could have more teenager laws like
having curfews at 10:00 PM even if
their mothers like it or not. The
reason why I would like Obama to
change and add some laws is be-
cause mothers these days don't
monitor their children's freedom.
That is why you see more gangs on
the news, with people dying and
killing each other, using and selling
drugs. That is why I think Presi-
dent Obama should make some
changes.
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Things to know:

This school year has been all
about change. We've seen a
change of teachers, change
of President of our country,
and change for our many
graduating seniors. Although
change can sometimes seem
scary or overwhelming, em-
bracing change and under-
standing that it is part of our
lives can help us prepare for
it. Our book contest is all
about change, too. See how
you change in good ways as
you open your life to books.
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Star Staff Member 2009: Brian

The Peace Paper has chosen Brian, instructional
aide at CDC, to be Star staff member this month.
Our reporter and graduating senior Elijah 6.
asked him the following questions about change.

Here are Brian's responses:

Q. What are some of the biggest or

best changes you have seen at cDC?

A.  The music and art program. See-
ing students express themselves
through music and the arts is a very
important ingredient for balance in

their lives.

Q. How do you work out difficult

changes in your life?

A. Quiet the mind and take calm
assertive action. Also talking with

friends who can empathize with the
changes you are dealing with is very

important. Change with changel!

Q. What have been some of the

funniest moments you've had at cOC?

A.  When Armani tied my shoe laces

together.

Q. How do you deal with things

that make you angry?

A. I utilize positive outlets

that can channel any negative energy. I

like to play guitar, piano, listen to mu-

sic and exercise. I also surround my-

self with positive people. This helps me

to deal with things that make me an-
ary.
Q. What words of advice do you

have for our readers?

A.  Practice what you preach!

Q. What advice do you have for our

seniors?

A.  To keep sharing your knowledge
and all of your life's lessons with the

youth.

Q. What have been your proudest

moments at €DC?

A. Noticing a change in a student's
behavior when they began to under-

stand and follow the rules.

Q. What are some of your favorite

moments at €DC?

A. My favorite moments at CDC have been
going to the picnic and watching the Talent

Show.

Q. What made you want to work at CDC?
A. I foundaneed, and wanted to help
the students.

Q. How did you hear about €DC?

A . A friend who worked at CDC told me
about a job opening.

Q. What did you think when you got
here?

A. I thought the students were full of
life and the staff was friendly.

Q. What do you think of President

Obama?

A. I like him. He appears different
from most presidents. He is a well-spoken,
positive thinking, family man who has

brought inspiration to his country.
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Here are letters from our students to President Barack Obama

Dear President Obama, 1-13-09

T like you as the new president.

T would like for you to be the president for a
long time.

T am happy you won the election.

T would like to see you change the world.

T know that you can make that change.

Respectfully,

Davion

Dear President Obama,

I think you will be a great President and
T think you will do a lot for this country. I
have some ideas of what needs to be done for
this country. I think we need help with the
economy so we can have money. We also need
more money for school so kids can get a bet-
ter education.

We need to stop violence so young people
can live their lives. Oh, one more thing-some
of the kids, well a lot of kids would like to
meet you in person.

Can you please come to my School? T always
wanted a couple of pictures of you with your

Dear President Obama

My name is Alexisand I am a
student at CDC. T want you to know I don't
agree with the war. I think it is important
we stop the war; here is why. We are
spending millions on a war that doesn't
make sense. Family members are missing
their loved ones when their brother or
sisters are away at war. Family members
are also dying in the war; this causes sad-
ness for families. Too many people are dy-
ing in the war! No one else should die.
Thank you for reading this. This is impor-
tant to me and I hope you like it.

Thank You,
Alexis S.

January, 23, 2009
Dear President Obama,

My name is Anthony W. I am an eighth
grader at the Child Development Center in
Bloomfield, New Jersey. I am writing to
you because I am concerned about illegal
drugs in America. I feel too many babies
are born addicted to drugs .Too many ba-
bies die when their mothers use drugs. I
feel there needs to be more laws to pro-
tect unborn babies and small children. T
would love for you to write back if you can.
T am glad you are our president; I believe
you could help our country.

Dear President Obama,

I am writing this letter to you about
"ANIMAL RIGHTS". I believe people
shouldn’t train their animal to be vicious. T
think people only do it for the money and the
entertainment, but that isn't entertaining, it
disrespectful to the animals. People shouldn't
train their animals to fight people should
train them to be sweet. Animals weren't made
to fight they were made to love and to be
respected, some people don't understand
that. Animals are also being neglected, are
homeless and stray. If they don't want an
animal they shouldn't get them because they
could have a better home, life, or family. If
you don't want that you have had for a long
then bring it to the safe place. People should
not be hunting down birds, bears and wildlife
animals. The wildlife did not do anything to
you so why would you want to hurt them.
Wildlife was made for a reason just like us.
Animals were made for companionship and
friendship. I dislike the fact that they get
euthanized if they do something wrong. Peo-
ple should train their animals rather than
allowing them to attack because the conse-
quence of killing animals the animal is cruel.
Maybe companies or towns should offer free
training programs so the animals learn the
proper way to behave.

Thanks President Obama,

signature. I'm a huge fan; actually my whole Sincerely, Kirsten. P.
family is.
Sincerely, Anthony W.
Toni
Barack Obama by William E. /'\57”‘*
- ~
LN
I think Barack Obama will be a good president. Barack Obama \/

changed some people's lives ever since he was elected President.

On January 20™, I went to Washington, D.C to see Barack Obama's e
inauguration. I really had a good time and learned what an oath is. -
But I'm really happy we have an African American president. I (
hope he will bring peace. He even changed my life because I was

doing some very bad stuff and then I made a change in my life and

I will keep working hard.
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Choose the Right: Standing For Your Beliefs

Standing for what is right isn't always
easy, but it is always important.

There is an expression that says, "If
you don't stand for something, you will
fall for anything.”

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

spent his life standing up for things he
believed in, which he knew were right.
We asked some students to tell about
some things they believe are worth standing up for.

Jennylis:

T know these are some of the things that I believe are worth standing up for. One of them is that there
would be no more pet abuse and stray dogs, cats, and other pets. Also, another thing that I would stand up for
would be cops abusing people for no reason, killing people for no reason and then getting away with it.

Ralph:

Things that I think are worth standing up for are my rights as a person, what I believe in, my right to
disagree, or have my own opinion, and my right to an education.

Elaine:

1) It is worth standing up for your life.

2) It is worth standing up for your country.
3) It is worth standing up for your freedom.
4) It is worth standing up for your rights.

T will stand up for these things because Martin Luther King was a very special person. Also I would stand up
because that wasn't fair how white people treated them. And I will stand up for Obama.

Jaquan:

T will stand up against bullying. If I can stand up to bullying, I will. If we don't stop the bullying, a lot of
people can get hurt or hurt others. It's not right to bully because nobody deserves to be bullied. If you are
bullied, do not take matters into your own hands. Tell an adult. This is what I will stand up for.
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Our seniors were asked to pretend they were organizing a ten year reunion, and write their mini-biography.

Walter. In tenyears I will be Treom I found myself playing in
28 years old. I will be living in the NFL with the N.Y. Giants. I

New York on my own. The job
I will be doing is construction
work. I will have kids. T am
not going to get married, but
in the future T will.

Shateekah: In tenyears I
will be 27. T will be an obste-
trician. I will be married with
two kids and T will no longer
live in New Jersey. I will live
in Albany, Georgia.

Change
EEPTSTEFSENTZ
XWARTIARTXEOM
BEAMSEHDCOPTI
PEEHHDVHTITC CSA
YEICSTNCTTLTIT
BOAKEOEAEATFTD
NEGILCVRMSAHB
TMZOPNPSESOS
AGGVOBOANEHTP
JYPAEWNWTSEV
DOOGPETIPTIEGN
JHTNEREZ FEFTIDB

Find the words on the right describing change
in this puzzle. What other words describing
change can you think of? Write them below:

place I will be living in is New-
ark, New Jersey-still. T

will be id7 wouldn't be married yet,

yedrs 0/d. but I would have a boy-

I will still . :
N friend. I would be working

be living in as a chef

New Jer- '

sey. I'll be

married Mercedes:. In ten years, I

with one would be 28 years old, liv-

child. ing in a house in Tampa,

Florida, married with two
children. I would also have a

Jennylis. In ten years from now, job in radiation.

I would be 27 years old. The

ANXTETY
CARS
CHANGE
CLASSES
DIFFERENT
EMOTIONS
EVOLUTION
EXCITEMENT
FASHION
GOOD

IDEAS
MUSIC
OPINIONS
PEOPLE
SPORTS
TEACHERS
TECHNOLOGY
TIME

YEARS

HE X HI@E®WZEZA=2aXx
OIEZx"HAPOXAHHWnNG®
NQSnNUWHHE=E=O0OH®®
HON®WEHOUOUOW=ZO ™
N T X3 Xz2maondHO
NHKEBEEMZOHHOZE W

Unscamble the following words:

1.
1. EPLOEP 1.
2. 2. ADEST 2.
3. FRIDFNETE 3.
3 4. SCIMU 4.
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2009: A Time of Hope and Change

Change by James

Change is good because if you
never find a change, you'll get bored
easily. You never know you could meet
new friends. You can try new things
or you can get scared. It depends on
the change. Why is change difficult
for some people?

Some people can't handle it be-
cause they might not like it, or can
react strongly to it in a positive way.
But it is mostly difficult because peo-
ple might not agree with what's going
on. They might just bottle it up until
they explode. That's why change is
difficult for most people.

Change by William

Change is difficult for some peo-
ple because maybe they don't want to
change. They don't want to become
anybody and they want to do bad
things. They want to go nowhere in
life. They want people to follow in
their footsteps.

Change by Zaire

Tt is sometimes depending on peo-
ple's age like an older a person is, or
who they are. Some younger people
aren't mature enough to change. A
middle age person can change, so that
may be the best time to handle
change. It really all depends on their

age and sometimes even the people
they are around.

Josiel said: | could stop mocking peo-
ple.

Mercedes said: | could help younger
students with their work.

Jennylis said: | could do all of my
homework to earn a homework prize
(30 in a row).

Jaquan said: | could work on commu-
nicating.
Nate said: | could do more work.

Some students were asked: How has someone given you a positive change in your life?

James: This school made a change in my life. They made
me see getting mad over everything is not the way to go.
They also taught me how to control my anger. They also
taught me how to ignore rude comments. That's how
they made a change in my life.

William: My mom gave me a positive change. She has
helped me become a better person. She has stuck with
me the whole way through. Now I am doing a lot better.
And she is trying to prepare me for college.

Dillon. My mom gave me a positive change because she
always talks o me. She talked to me after my grandpar-
ents

CDC Art Corner by Jaquan B.

passed away. Ever since that day, it hasn't been the same. I
will be sad about that for a long time. My mom always talks
to me whenever I have a bad day.

Change is Good by Justine
Change is a good thing for many reasons. This year at CDC
there have been many changes in our classes. This is good
because we got to be in class with different students.
There are a lot of new teachers at CDC. This is good be-
cause they teach us new things. We are getting a new Presi-
dent which is a good change. Obama will make changes to
help make the USA a better place.

Student's Advice Area

How to Tolerate People Who Are Difficult to Tolerate

14 : tempted.

telling you.

= ] } [J = By Justine

When you come in school you see this kid who you hate bugging you. You want to
hit first, but that's not the way to solve it, even though you are really, really

=4 Well, T'll tell you how you solve it. You go in class and just sit down at your seat,
e e give your teacher an apple and just tell the kid, "Look, I'm not going to hit you,
fo o OK? Just leave me alone”, and that's how you solve it. I hope you use what T am

A newsletter of changel
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News From Our Classes

1000 Cranes For World Peace

Alice and Abe have teamed together to teach
the students and staff of CDC the ancient Japa-
nese art of folding paper, Origami. The goal is
to create a community art project of 1000
folded cranes. They will be strung together to
form a large mobile. Every person at CDC has
been asked to contribute to the project by fold-
ing at least one crane. Once the mobile is
complete it will be hung in the entrance foyer
until the end of the school year. The mobile will
then be packed up and shipped to Japan to be
placed at the foot of the memorial statute of Sa-
dako Sasaki, the young cancer victim from Hi-
roshima, who inspired this project.

Library News

In library, classes continued to travel the world
visiting China and Russia. As we read tales from
around the world, as well as our own country, we
learned how tolerance,

kindness and understanding can defeat preju-
dice, discrimination and hatred. We learned how
one person can make a positive change.

News from Class 11

Class 11 finished reading Enemy Pie. Be sure
to check out their bulletin board!

Here are their recipes for friendship.

Nia: Begin with 9 cups of happiness and blend in 9
tablespoons of loving. Mix with some caring and 9
sprinkles of water. Cook for 10 minutes.

Shamir: Mix 1 cup of loving with 1 tablespoon of
hugs. Add a million teaspoons of joy and caring.
Mix and cook it and put the radio on.

Arnold: Start with a bowl full of hugs mixed with
kisses. Add 4 tablespoons of giggles and laughing.
Stir in a lot of respect and blend in sprinkles of rain-
bows. Cook until done.

Anthony H.: Start with a large bowl of laughing. Add
25 sprinkles of love, mixed with 16 tablespoons of
happiness and blended sweetness. Stir everything
together and bake.

News from Class 7

For Earth Day Class 7 is working on their plans to
change the appearance of the Earth, and how to
make it cleaner! We are making brochures on the
ways each student can help.

News from Class 5

Classroom 5 has been working on teamwork and friendship this
past month. The students have been given different situations
and activities and need to work together, as a group, to come

up with the outcome. The students have been working together
very nicely and this has made the students become closer
friends.

World Cultures

After reading Vietnamese Folk Tales that explain why things
occur, student in Sofia's World Language classes were asked
to create their own tales to explain why things happen. Here
are some samples:

By Shateekah

Once upon a time, there was a big, fat man on planet Mars. He played
games all day, but then he got bored. He decided to try to create a hu-
man being to play with, but it didn’t work. One day he decided to flop
down on his couch and started to blow his breath very hard. He went to
his window and realized as he blew his breath, Earth began to spin, so
he blew his breath harder and harder. For the rest of his life he sat by his
window blowing his breath so the Earth could rotate, and he could lose a
little weight.

Why is it dark at night and bright at day?
By Ralph

Long ago, there was a Sun and a Moon. They had a deep love over the
ages, but what they loved most was their daughter. Her name was Earth.
Even thought their love was great, the Moon and the Sun weren't similar
in any way. He was cold and loved the night. She was bright and loved
the day. They argued constantly and decided to part ways. The sun and
the moon did not want to leave their

daughter alone, and they did not want to see each other. The agreed to
visit Earth at separate times. The Sun will visit the Earth in the morning
and the moon will be with her at night. That is why it is sunny in the morn-
ing and dark at night.

By Lamar

Long time ago, during the night time, a wolf would come out and look up
at the sky. He would start to think, “Wow, the moon is really getting old!”
He didn't realize that the moon is getting old because of him. The wolf
loved the sight of the moon, so he would cry out for the full moon to
come and visit him. Every time the full moon came to visit the wolf, she
would get older and older as time passed. When the wolf realized that he
was making the moon get older, he understood that he needed to stop or
he would lose his beloved moon. He cried for the moon for the very last
time to say his very last good byes and left the moon alone.
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Ask your teacher how YOU can
help keep our school bully-free!

Advice Column

Dear Helpful Heather,

A so-called friend of mine has started giving

We want to hear from you.
Students..see your names in print. Submit your typed ideas, poems, stories,
pictures or cartoons about how bullying makes you feel, or how you have dealt
with a bullying situation to your teacher. Please write your name and class on all
work you send, and send all work to Shari.

Teachers...tell us about ways that your class is becoming bully-free. We also
want to spotlight students who are caught being kind!

We are forming student committees. We need you!
We will continue to work with a small group of students for our next newsletter.
Let your teacher know if you would like to be a part of an important team to
share your writing, drawing and leadership skills to build a bully-free community
at €DC.
Special thanks to all our writers. Best of luck to all our graduates. Thanks
to all the teachers who submitted students’ work and the tireless efforts
of Maryanne and her team of student editors.
Editors-
Shari, Maryanne, and Doreen
Student Editors-
Tashawn and Elijah
Contributing writers-
James, William, Justine, Kirsten, Shateekah, Jennylis, Anthony W, Elijah, Nate,
Jaquan, Mercedes, Lamar, Ralph, Zaire, Deion, Mercedes, Josiel, Davion, Alexis,
Toni, Nia, Shamir, Arnold, Anthony H., Treon, Walter, Ralph, Elaine, and Dillon
Contributing artist-Jaquan
Staff Advisors-

Shari, Maryanne, and Doreen,

BULLY

me nasty looks and has refused to talk to me after I
said something that was really funny about him to a F R E

bunch of our friends. What is his problem?

Sincerely,
Confused

Dear Confused,

What are you confused about? You may have hurt your
friend's feelings-even if you did not realize it. Talk with

ZONE

your friend to clear things up, and if you did say something

to hurt your friend's feelings, apologize. It's OK to be funny,

but be careful of the things you say. Before you speak, try

to think if it would be funny if someone said it to you.
Helpful Heather

Send guestions to Helpful Heather

—rm w —— g
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